
 

 

Objective: 

•To identify push and pull 
factors that led to 
westward expansion on the 
Oregon Trail. 

Standards: 

•CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.2 

•NCSS.US-
History.Era4.Standard 1C 

•NCSS.US-
History.Era4.Standard 2E 

Materials: 

•"Should we stay or should 
we go?" graphic organizer 

•"Go West" editorial 
excerpts 

•Push and Pull Factors PP 
presentation 

Reteaching Activities: 

•Make a list of all the push 
and pull factors associated 
with the Oregon Trail and 
cut them apart into slips.  
With partners, have 
students categorize each 
slip as a push or pull factor.  
Allow them to use their 
notes if necessary. 

Extension Activities: 

•Have students draw a 
cartoon demonstrating an 
analogy for push and pull 
factors.    
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someone you know moved 
from one place to another.  It 
could be moving to different 
city or just to a different seat 
in the cafeteria!  Why did you 
move?  Write a paragraph 
explaining your reasons. 
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s 1. Whole Class Share -  Guide 
a discussion of the starter to 
focus on the CAUSES of the 
moves. Conclude the 
discussion by making the 
point that those causes are 
called push and pull factors. 

2.  Written Notes - Present 
the notes on push and pull 
factors.  Have students record 
the definitions. 

3.  Graphic Organizer - Go 
over the sample with the 
students.  Then, have them 
complete the second row 
independently using “Alaska” 
as the current location and 
“Florida” as the destination.  
Review their answers.  Allow 
them to choose their own 
location/destination for the 
third row. 
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 Reading Comprehension - 

Have students read the 
excerpts from editorials of the 
time independently.  Students 
should identify push and pull 
factors that led to Westward 
Expansion on the Oregon Trail 
by writing them into a blank 
graphic organizer.  Review and 
discuss.     

 


